SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 16 March 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at
www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs to news@sarl.org.za not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. Please note as from February 2003, only news items sent to news@sarl.org.za can be accepted.

In the news today:

APOLOGY

SARL AGM

SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

OAKDALE ARC OPEN DAY

INTECNET 2003 ON MARCH 30 WILL REQUIRE YOUR INPUT

SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON2003 on May 10

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

SILENT KEY

It is with deep regret that the Council of the SARL announces the passing of Jan Zandberg ZS4JZ, aged 71, on Monday 10 March 2003.  Jan and his best friend of many years, Dolf Lloyd, were brutally murdered early on Monday morning.  The council extends its deepest sympathies and condolences to the family and friends of the Zandberg family.

PAUSE

You are tuned to ZS6SRL. 

Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from nine to thirteen hours (09:00 to 13:00) at 0(zero)11-675-2393 for details on how to join the SARL, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

The news follows in detail:

APOLOGY

The Council of the SARL would like to apologise to Mr Kobus van der Merwe ZS6JPY and Mrs Yvonne van Dijk ZR6TBL for any inconvenience caused by the notice in the SARL AGM notice with regard to these members.  After a thorough investigation it has been found that Rule 16.3(i) does not affect Kobus and that Yvonne is a paid up member of the SARL.  The SARL regrets this misunderstanding.

SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

The first leg of the popular SARL VHF/UHF Contest is taking place today.  The contest started yesterday at 12:00 CAT and ends twenty-four hours later at 12:00 CAT today.  Activity will be CW, SSB and FM on 6-metres, 4-metres, 2-metres, 70 and 23 cm.  Please take note that the 4-metre band is included from this year - 70.000 to 70,300 MHz.  Do make an effort to support the contestants by making contact with them.  

SARL AGM

The SARL AGM will be held on Saturday 29 March 2003 at the Recreation Hall at the Air Force Base Bloemspuit just outside Bloemfontein.  On Friday evening 28 March a get together has been arranged at the venue and a cash bar will be available.  The venue will be open from 18:00 to 21:00 CAT.

On Saturday morning the SARL AGM will take place.  Following the AGM the Bloemfontein RAC have planned a flea market/boot sale with some interesting lectures as well.  Everybody is welcome to bring along items for the flea market.  Interest groups are welcome to contact the Bloemfontein RAC if they wish to arrange a meeting during the afternoon for instance the VHF/UHF Interest Group.

The SARL Annual Dinner will also take place at this venue and the Officers Mess of the AFB Bloemspruit is doing the catering.  Dress is smart casual.  A cash bar will be available.

For accommodation in Bloemfontein members can contact Mrs Veronica Otto, during office hours please, at 082 890 0677.  Those with caravans can contact Maselspoort at 051 441 7848 or Reynecke Park at 051 523 3888.  Both these venues have chalets as well.  An information sheet will be sent out via e-mail to clubs.

OAKDALE ARC OPEN DAY

The Oakdale ARC will be having an open day on Saturday 29th March at the Oakdale Club, Bloemhof Rd, Bellville.  All radio amateurs, their wives and friends are cordially invited.

This event is one of a series of similar activities that are being organised with the purpose of encouraging the individual Amateur to get involved with their local club and also to promote inter-club relationships in the Western Province.

Bar facilities will be available, as well as a variety of excellent lunches from the clubs kitchen, and braai fires will be available.

Flea market facilities will also be provided, with tables available on a first come, first served basis.

INTECNET 2003 ON MARCH 30 WILL REQUIRE YOUR INPUT

The SARL Intecnet 2003 scheduled for March 30 will have a different look and will require lots of input from listeners.  The subject for discussion will revolve around what should radio amateurs do to promote on the air activity.  It will not be a question of what they, the SARL, SAATI, AMSAT or clubs must do, but: "What can I, as a licensed radio amateur do to promote my hobby and develop it?"

Join the discussion on March 30 starting at 20:00 on a repeater near you or on 3718 kHz.  Clubs wishing to link their repeater should send details of the telephone number to be linked by the Telkom Teleconference Centre, frequency of the repeater and coverage area to armi@sarl.co.za.

RADIO ZS

The January/February 2003 issue of Radio ZS is currently at the printer and will soon be on its way to members.  The editor apologises for the delay.  Regular contributors and members are requested to send articles to the editor by the end of March 2003 for the next issue of Radio ZS.  The articles, in English and Afrikaans, can be sent to zs4bs@netactive.co.za or to PO Box 12104, Brandhof 9324.

SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON2003 on May 10

SA AMSAT will hold an amateur satellite conference in Gauteng on May 10. What was an annual event in the past will be reintroduced to stimulate interest in amateur satellites and help newcomers to learn more about this fascinating part of Amateur Radio. Billed as AMSATCON2003 (Amateur Satellite Conference 2003) the conference will offer something of interest to every radio amateur. A meeting to take SA AMSAT forward will follow the conference in the late afternoon. Sponsorship is currently being negotiated in order to keep the registration fee as low as possible.

Papers are being called for. Please submit a short synopsis to hans@intekom.co.za  by March 30. A full programme and registration forms will be available in early April. 

COLOMBIA RADIO LEAGUE MAY DISBAND

Colombia radio league may be disbanded. This is due in part to the financial strictures, which are hampering radio-amateur operators in this country, making it difficult to maintain the membership.  At the last count there were only 200 members of the league with the numbers still declining. This could, amongst other things, mean that there shall be no more bureau.

FREQUENCY PLANNING

The Council of the SARL has been working closely with ICASA and the Department of Communication on matters pertaining to frequency planning.  The SARL has already lodged two position papers with these organisations with regard to our views on the 40-metre harmonisation as well as PMR 430 - 440 MHz.  ICASA has given the assurance that the SARL will be part of the forum handling these matters.

CRICKET WORLD CUP SPECIAL EVENT STATION

Remember to make an effort to contact the special event station, ZS03CWC that is being operated by the Oakdale Club on all bands 80m to 10m until the 23rd March.

ZS stations can send QSL's to ZS03CWC, PO BOX 2132, BELLVILLE, 7535 and DX stations can send it to ZS1AU on QRZ.COM.  Please include a self addressed stamped envelope for a special QSL card which will be available after the 23rd March.

FREQUENCY AND TIME CHANGES FOR ARMI

A reminder that from 30 March Amateur Radio Mirror International will be transmitted at 10:00 CAT on 17815 kHz and 9750 kHz and from March 31 the Monday transmission will move one hour later to 21:00 CAT but will continue using the 3215 kHz frequency.

This bulletin was compiled by Gustav, ZS6BWN and read by ........from ...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 9750, and 7082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban and 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz.
ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX
